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sure that business would be entirely elimin-
ated. All we could do wonld he to grow
potatoes, or endeavour to grow:them, when
they could be produced cheaply. So we will
run up against the board, because, if we
want to grow potatoes when we ean get a
zood crop, the hoard will say, “No, you can
only grow a portion of your reguivements at
that time, You must grow more in the late
season.” Buat there is no guaraniee that the
grower will receive an adequate return for
his labour and the risk he takes in growng
an put-of-season cvop, This might jead to
a serious shortage during the eavly spring
months.

However, taking the indnstry as a whole,
I feel that controls such as we experienced
during the war did quite a lot of good.
People have become used to them and have
realised that it is sometimes necessary to be
ernel to be kind, and for someone in auth-
ority to tell them not to grow potatoes lest
they should go bankvupt. I feel that this
measnre will do quite a lot of good for
growers and the industry, although it may
adversely affect certain individuals,  The
Bill provides that there shall be three grow-
ers’ representatives on the board, two to be
elected and one to be nominated by the
Minister.  With regard to previous Bills
that have sought to control primary indus-
tries, I have been somewhat opposed to ihe
iden of only two out of the three members
heing elected; but I have come to realise
that perhaps it is a good thing, because, if
all were clected, there might be petty
jealousics between sections or distriets en-
gaged in the industry, But if two growers
are eleeted by the commereial growers, theu
the Minister, if he has the good of the in-
dustry at heart, as I believe he has, wiil
nominate a third *who will, with the other
two, give balanced representation. For that
reason I think the number proposed to he
elected is quite sound,

Regarding the definition of “commereial
grower,” I am pleased to know the Minister
has an amendment, and I hope that amend-
ment will take into consideration produstion
rather than acreage. In the outer metro-
politan area, there are some districts where
the yield from two aeres is very much higher
than that from 10 acres in other places, so
I hope the Minister will provide an amend-
ment to cover those smaller areas that pro-
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duce large quantities of potatoes, Gencrally
speaking, the Bill provides for a board that
will bencfit the industry, and for that rea-
son I support the second reading.

On motion by Mr, Iloar,
journed.

debate  ad-

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise—
—Qaseoyne) : T move—

That the Housc at its rising adjourn till
2 p.m. tomorrow.

House adjourned at 5.58 p.m.

Piegislutite Comneil.

Wednesday, 20th November, 1946,
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 2.30
p.m.,, and read prayers,

QUESTIONS.
“THE CLOISTERS.”
As to Conforming to Building By-luws,

Hon, L. B, BOLTON asked the Chief
Secretary :

1, Has the attention of the Gavernment
heen drawn to o paragraph in “Th  \Woest
Australian” of the 19th November re .:irding
temporary buildings at “The Cloisl <7 in
St. Georpe’s-terrace aequired by the 7 wpn-
ment?
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2, Will the Government take the necvessary
action to conform to the building by-laws
of the City of Perth$

3, If not, how can the Government ex-
peet ratepayers to obey the law in this and
other directions?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

1, 2, and 3, All departmental work for
alterations both to “The Cleisters” and to
any temporary buildings loeated in the
grounds has ceased pending a decision as to
the use of these premises for State purposes.

RAILWAY TRUCKS.
As to Railing Wool, Albany to Fremantle.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE asked the Chicf Sce-
retary:

1, Is the Minister aware that prior {o the
railway heold-up, there was a delay—running
into weeks—in the supply of roilway trucks
for the cartage of wool and stock feed wheat
from the country?

2, Will the Minister make inqguiries and
advige the Fouse how, in the above circum-
stances, between the 23rd October, 1946, and
the 7th November, 1940, trucks were made
available at Alhany to rail approximately
1,500 hales of wool from that port te Fre-
mantle?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replicd:

1, There was some delay which was caused
by the shortage of locomotive power.

2, This wool was wrgently requirved at
Fremantle for sale on the 1lth November
and had already been appraised [or the
Albany sale, which, due to buyers not at-
tending, was a fiasco, The wagons for this
consignment were provided as available from
inwards loading.

' MOTION—URGENCY.
Ralway Strike and Secret Ballot,

The PRESIDENT: I have reccived the
following letter from Hon. A. Thomson :—

I have to inform youn that, at the next sit-
ting of the Council, it is my intention to move,
under Standing Order No. 39, the adjournmnent
of the Mouse to discuss o matter of urgeney,
namely :—

That, as under the Industrinl Arbitration
Act, a8 now constitutedl, the eourt has no  power
to order a sceret hallot to be held to aseertain
the opiniong of the vnank and file of the mem-
Lers of the nnion coucerned jn {he matter in
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dispute, legislation should be introduced,

forthwith, to give the Court of Arbitration the

power to order such a ballot to take place.

It will be necessary for four members to

rise in their places to support the proposal.
Four members having risen in their places,

HON. A, THOMSON
[2.36]: T move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Friday, the 22nd November, at 2.30 p.m.

(South-East)

It is quite unneecssary for me to labour the
very serious position with which we are faced
at present. I personally am neither taking
stdes nor charging anyone with having done
semething wrong. My motion deals with the
enginedrivers’ union, which has caused the
wheels of industry in this State to cease re-
volving. Under the railway regulations, a
driver of a locomotive has the right, if he
deems it to be unsafe, to refuse to take the
engine out on the road. The union registered
its protest against the Garratt engines and,
having done so, I consider that its members
did their duty as employces of the Railway
Department.  In my opinion, hewever, the
union should not have thrown on to indi-
vidual drivers the responsibility for refus-
ing to drive these engines, as that was really
a challenge to the Railway Department. The
Government aceepted the union’s protest as
to the safety of the engines and appointed a
judge of the Supreme Court to aet as a
Royal Commissioner. I am aware that ox-
eeption was taken to his appointment, be-
eanse those objecting considered an expert
enginecer should have been appointed as
eommissioner,

The practice of Parliament has been to
recognise that a judge of the Supreme Court
should be, and is, unbiassed, and that any
decision he gives iz decided entirely upon
the evidence and the expert opinion offered
to him. Therefore it ean be truthfully said
that the Royal Commissioner did not con-
demn the union representatives for refusing
to work these engines. After collecting ex-
haustive evidenee he agreed with the union
that until the necessary structural altera-
tions and repairs were made to the A.S.G.
engines they should net be run upon the
roads. The Government accepted the de-
cision and stated that it would ensure that
the engines would not be put in trafiie until
they were sivucturally safe. T have nothing
further te say as to the disastrons results
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that the holdup is having on the people of
the State, or the severe loss that is being suf-
fered,

My point is not to condemn either see-
tion at this stage, beeause we know there is
a feeling of bitterness arising on hoth sides.
It may be suggested that I am doing this
entirely for politieal purposes, but such an
obhjective is furthest from my mind. When
tiie Industrial Avbitration Aet was intro-
hced many years ago, and later when it
was amended and put into its present form
by the late Ton, Alex MeCallom, Hon. P
Caollier and others, it was eontended, after
a 19 howrs’ diccussion in a conference of
managers representing the two Houses, that
it was the hest one in the whole of Austra-
lia,

IHon. C. B. Williams: Still, that is over
20 years ago.

Hon. A, THOJMSON: Yes, times move.
I am dealing with the question as it was
then. Unfortunately we find that the court
has no power under the Act to order n
seeret hallot to be tuken., Tt will be admitted
that the Premier has made an honest en-
deavour to bring about industrial peace. 1t
is unfortunate that the letter he sent to the
individual members of the union has heen
construed as asking the men to go back upon
the unton. [ do not for a moment think that
the Premier had any intention of suggesting
that the men should be disloyal to their
union, but he did make a personal appeal in
the hope that they might he ahle to arrive
st some decision to solve the present stale-
mate,

The Government has been requested to send
ils representatives to explain the position to
the varicus hranches of the union. When
the Government ceases to funelicn in the
way that it is mtended to operate, it has
the right of appeal to the electors so that
a secret ballot might he taken to say who
shall govern the State. We have avvivel
af the stage when it is cszential to give the
rank and file of the enginedrivers’ union the
right and privilege which the Government
of this State enjoys. I do not want to bring
in any eentroversial matters, but we do know
that when a meeting of representatives is
held and the militant secetion is in conirol,
it is difficult for anyone fo raise his voice
to put forward an aspeet contrary to what
that militant seetion desives to achieve,

[COUNCIL.]

on. C. B. Williams: Did that apply
the Primary Producers’ Association when i
dissolved its political side?

Hon. A, THOMSON: I am not bringing

in any sectional troubles or desires at all.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Tt seems to me yon
are.

Tlon. A. THOMSON: I ean speak fron
personal expericnee, and Mr. Williams, whi
has just left the Chamber, has also had .
geadl deal of personal experience of thews
matters.  In my early days in Western Aus
fralia 1 had the temerity to suggest a cer
tain course of action, and I know how I wa
dealt with. But that has nothing to do wit!
the present case. If it is fair and reasonabl
that we shonld determine who shall govert
hy means of a secret ballot, I maintain it ©
also essential at the present juncture tha
the individval members of the Locomotivi
Enginedrivers, Firemens and Cleancrs
'nion should also have the right by seere
ballot to deeide whether a majority—

Hen. P, BE. Gibson: Cannot the union taks
a seeret ballot now, if it desires to do so?

Hon, A, THOMSOXN: But who will orde:
the taking of the seceret ballot? Under pre
=ent conditions, it is a matter entirely at th
discretion of the union exccutive. T woulc
prefer an independent authority to bhe it
charge of the conduct of the secret hallot
I ean speak feelingly from practical know
ledge of what happens in the country dis
tricts where small numbers of votes are re
corded, and I assume other members have
had similar cxperiences, The  establisher
custom is that when several small boxes an
reccived, the votes are taken out and mixec
up together. That is done beeause, from 2
thorough knowledge of the people living i
the outlying areas where perhaps 20 migh
vote for me and three for the other man, &
that conrse were not adopted the seerery o
the hallot would he lost.

I maintain that the same prineiple shouls
apply in taking a ballot of the branches of
the vnion under the conditions existing fo
day. TUnless that course were adopted, the
seerecy of the ballot would be destroyed.
propose to read to members a telegram
sent the Premier last Saturday. Like man;
others, ineluding members of Parliamen
and of the public as well, T waited in the
hope that the trouble might possibly i
amicably geifled. As a matter of faet, T wa:
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sbsent fiem my parliamentary duties last
veek because, with hundreds of others, 1
was marooned in the eountry and could not
secure a lift to return to Perth, With a
sincere desire to assist, I sent the following
tdegram to the Premier:—

Respeetfully snggest Government and Presi-
dent

I was referring to the President of the
Arbitration Court—

order secret ballot of all members of Joco.
union under Court’s supervision. If the
majority deeide on return to work, de-regis-
tration be canececlled. Suggest run special
Diesels to various centres to take the ballot.
[f special legislation necessary, confident Par-
linment support you.

I fecl that if a majority of the members of
the union had a right to express their
opinion at a secret ballot under the super-
vision either of the Arbitration Court or of
the Chief Electoral Officer, Mr. Marshall, we
would know where we stood. I mentioned
the running of speeial Diesel coaches and
my idea in that connection was that the bal-
lot should be taken at each eentre, the votes
then heing taken to Perth and all mixed up
together. If that course werve adopted,
there would be no possible chance of anyone
having knowledge of who bad or had not
voted in favour of the executive's attitude,
and the decision of the majority wounld pre-
vail. T feel that we have arrived at a stage
where, so far ass we are aware, both fhe
Government and the Arbitration Court have
exhansted every means at their disposal to
hring about a retnrn to peace in industry
and have apparently failed. We know that
others are anxious to bring about a cessa-
tion of the strike, and I have always been
firmly convineed that the workers them-
selves can bhe depended upen to do what
they honestly believe to be right. There is
moch more that I could say. Unfortunately,
the Arbitration Aet does not, as far as I
know, contain any power enabling the Arbi-
tration Court to order a secret ballot to be
keld.

Hon. G, Fraser: If one were held and
the majority endorsed the executive’s de-
cision, what then?

Hon. A. THOMSON: We would have to
aceept the decision of the majority.
Hon, F. E. Gibson: Why?

Hon, A. THOMSON: Are members of
this Honse and is the Government satisfied
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that an absolute majority of thc members of
the union endorses the hold-up?

Hon. F. E. Gibson: How ecould they
know?

Hon. A, THOMSON: The only means
by which they eould ascertain that would be
by the method I suggest.

Hon, & Fraser: And supposing they
are, what then?

The PRESIDENT: Order! T ask the
interjectors not to peep into the future, The
matter of urgency is that the Arbitration
Act should be so amended as to allow the
court te take a seeret ballot, That is the
essence of Mr. Thomson’s theme.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes, Mr. Presi-
dent, and I am sorry I was drawn away
from it for the time being.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member was
not the only one, for the inferjectors were
in the same position,

Hon. A. THOMSON: 1 am imbued
with a sineere desire to end the industrial
conflict ihat is in progress. If ever there
was a time when we wanted peace in indus-
try, it is now. The cost of commodities is
going up in country districts, and the extra
road haulage ncecessitated by the strike must
further increase the cost of living. Despite
the assistance available to those who ecan
claim payments under the Commonwealth
social service scheme, no-one can tell me
that that eounrse is of benefit to the working
man. From bitter experience 1T know that
it takes a long time to balance the losses
caused in times of depression or through a
strike. I commend to the serious eonsidera-
tion of members the motion I have moved.
It is time Parliament endeavoured to play
its part, People say, “ What are you going
to do?"  There are many people in the
conntry as well as in the cities who consider
it is time a secret ballot was taken, and I
urge the Government to adopt that course,

I have nothing to say in condemnation
of the Government. I think it has done
everything possible, and the pity of it is
that we are confronted with the unfortu-
nate situation that exists today, with thous-
ands of people ont of work and the posi-
tion getting rapidly worse, Last night was
the first T have spent in the eity uader pre-
sent conditions. In the height of the war
Perth was never as dark and dismal as it
wag lnst night. I submit the motion,



2038

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon, W.
H. Kitson—West) [3.0]: I give the hon.
member credit for being anxious to do
something to bring about a termination of
the present position. 1 think he will
realise that anything I say must be my own
personal views beeause so far [ have had
no opportunity to consult the Government
on the matter. This is a very important
question. There is nothing to prevent tho
loco. enginedrivers themsclves taking =
seceret hallot if they so desire. It is true
that there is no authority under the In-
dustrinl  Arvbitration Aet for either the
Aibifration Court or the Government to
ovder o seeret ballot. There is a very big
difference of opinion as to whether a seerct
ballot nnder these circumstances would be
of any pvail. Experienve has shown in other
plaees where this power exists, that the re-
sults have usually been most unsatisiac-
tory. ‘

Hon. A. Thomson: It is worth a trial.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member is entitled to his opinien. Within
recent times there have been big indnsirial
disputes in the Eastern States. Tlere was
one recently in Queensland. There, appar-
ently, the Government had authority to
order a secrel hallot and it did so, but
eventually it had to call it off hecause of
certain practices that were being indulged
in.. For instanee, it was found that large
numbers of forged hallot papers were being
used and that other things, too, were hap-
pening.

Hon, A. Thomson: I have greater respect
for Western Anstralians than to think that
of them.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T am speak-
ing of another State. The position was
found to be so bad that the Government
had to call off the seeret ballot, and it did
s0. So far as T am concerncd the issuc
today is a much greater one than the mere
issue as to whether Garratt engines should
ron. I do not want to be drawn into 2
long discussion on the subjeet, especially
at the present stage, but I think members
will appreciate that the Government las
been very tolerant indeed. It has done no-
thing that in its opinion wonid be likely
to inflame feeling on the part of the loco.
enginedrivers eoncerning this particular
dispute. I think it will he admitted that

[COUNCIL.)

we have gone as far as it is possible for
any Government to go—

Hon. G. W. Miles: Hear, hear!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: —in our en
deavenr to find a solution of the problem.
The issue today, to put it brielly, is as to
whether the loco. enginedrivers shall te
the sole arbiters us to these engines heirg
safe. That is the union point of view.
From the Gavernment point of view
the issuc really is as to whether tie
executive of the union shall govern this
State so far as railways are coneerned, or
whether the Government shall do so.

Hon, G. W, Aliles: That i the point.
Everyone should be behind the Govermment.

The CHIET SECRETARY: We have of-
fered to the union a solution of the preblem
which we believe to be exceedingly fair. One
necd not deal with side issues. The Govrrn-
ment has said, “We are prepared to appoint
a committee of three, and we are prepared
to nceept the decision of that rommittec;
your upnion to have the right to have
representation  on  that  committee  and
the Government ryeprescntalives to be
seleeted by  the union from a  panel
of six men” Tt seems to me Lhat
is poine ceven further than any Govern-
ment ouhi to be expected to go. The union
however, has taken up the attitude that it is
aot nrenared to aceept the deeision of such
a {oihnel, and it simply says in vesponse to
all vepresenlalions, “We ourselves are going
to determine whether Garratt engines shall
Tun oy not,” Involved in that is the bigger
issue to which I have referred, and one
which s most important from the point of
view of any democratie country.

To do what Mr. Thomson desires would
neeessitate an amendment of the Industrial
Arbitration Aect, I cannat commit the Gov-
ernment to do that. All T ean say is that
Mr. Thomson’s remarks will be conveyed to
the Government at the earlicst possible
moment and that it will give consideration
to the suggestions he has made., Further
than that at this moment 1 cannot go. I
want members to realise that this question
of secret ballots has been raised from time
to time during rceent years, and, as I said
previously, it is not neccssarily a panacea
for industrial troubles, Tt has beon tried
elsewhere and has failed, Following on the
lines of an interjeetion by Mr. Frager I
agk: What position do we reach in the event
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of the majority of the locomotive engine-
drivers adopting the attitude that has al-
ready been taken up by the exeecutive? We
shall be in just the same position! Sooner
or later there has to be a solution of the
problem. It is unthinkable that a trouble
of this kind can go on indefinitely,

It ean be said that if the dispute does
carry on for muech longer the whole country
will undoubtedly be in a state of chaos. This
is the time when we are preparving to deal
with our harvest, which is a most important
matter for the economy of the State. Mem-
Lers may rest assured that the Government
is just ng aunxious ay they are to see that
this dispute is terminated speedily and with
satis{action to all parties, not excluding the
locomotive enginedrivers, I hope that what-
ever ig moving at present will lead to a
speedy termination of the trouble. I do not
know whether I would be in order because
I do not know very much about it, but I
understand that the Lord Mayor of Perth
and the mayors of Fremantle and Midland
Junetion interviewed the Premier in regard
to ecertain motions which had been carried
at meetings in Fremantle and Midland June-
tion. I think it was made clear to them
that so far as the Government is coneerned
the main stumbling bloek at present—per-
haps the only one—is that the locomotive
engivedrivers arc not prepared to abide by
the decision of the committee to which I have
referred.

I am advised that the Premiecr told the
Lord Mayor and the mayors of Fremantle
and Midland Junction that the moment the
locomotive enginedrivers were prepared to
agrea to any decision arrived at by that com-
mittee the strike was finished. Tf that is so
the issne is boiled down to a simple one, and
it is up to the locomotive enginedrivers to
give consideration not only to their own
viewpoint but to that of the gencral public
of the State. T will refer the matter brought
forward by Mr. Thomson to the Govern-
ment at the earliest possible moment, and I
regret very much I am not in a position to
say yes or no to the bon. member’s sng-
gestion,

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan) [3.10]: It would be a matter for
deep regret if anything should be said in
the debate that would lead the public to
suppose that this House was other than
solidly behind the Government in this em-

2039

ergency and prepared to render it every
possible support. Regarding secret ballots,
I make these three observations. To hold
a secret ballot before o strike is declared
would be an excellent procedure, something
that should be made general, but now, first
of all what guarantee is there that the
ballot eould be kept sceret? That is a
minor peint. This is the major point: Sup-
pose a secret ballot decided in favour of
the artitude adopted by the union exeeu-
tive!

Is it suggested that this Government and
thiy Parliament, the Arbitration Court and
the people of Western Australia should
ahdieate their rights and allow themselves
to be dictated to by the union? Of course,
we cannot have a secret ballot unless we
are prepared to aceept the resultant de-
cision. Should we be prepared to aeeept
the decision in the present atmosphere,
when we know the influence that the leaders
of the union have over their members?
Should we be prepared to aceept a decision
that the action of the executive be endorsed,
that it should be given the vight to run the
country and that its attitude should be one
of dictating to the Government, to Par-
Hament and to the Arbitration Court? We
cannot have a seceret ballot on the assump-
tion that we are going to win it. If we
take a ballet on any kind we must be pre-
pared to accept the consequences and abide
by the result. I hope the altitude of all
members of this Chamber will he that we
stand solidly behind the Government in
this dmergeney, and give it every support
it can possibly ask for.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [313]: I
endorse the views of Sir Hal Colebatch, It
15 regrettable that this motion has been
moved today. The representatives of the
countiry had their opportunity when the
Premier made his statement last week, but
they did not stand up in their places nor
did the leaders of the two parties stand
up and say they were behind the Govern-
ment, It is not only the enginedrivers’
union that is affeeted but the whole of the
people of the State.  Something like
490,000 persons are heing defied by a small
seation. In my opinion that amounfs to
nothine but anarehy. Every man, woman
and c¢hild should stand behind the Govern-
ment in fAghtine this tronble to a suceess-
ful issne. Tf a hallot is teken, what are we
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to do if the decision is against the Gov-
ernment 7

Are we geing to allow a handful of
unionists to dictate to the rest of the people
how the country is to he run? The Gov-
ernmenft must run this country or be pre-
pared to get out and hand over to a small
section of communists. The erisis is here.
If the men had only played ecricket and
taken the mmpire's decision as final, there
would be no strike today. That umpire was
the president of the Arbitration Court; and
if they had aeccepted his verdiet, there would
be no hold-up of industry in this State. I
would like the House to carry s moetion sup-
porting the action of the Govertment,

The PRESIDENT: There is nothing to
prevent the hon., member moving such a
motion if notice has been given.

Hon. G. W. MILES: It wounld he better
to do that than support the motion bhefore
the Chair.

Hon, A. Thomson: Then why do you not
do something instead of sitting there?

Hon, G. W. MILES: I have been trying
to keep quict and to assist the Government
in that way,

Hon. G. B. Wood: Yet you have blamed
people in another place for not getting up
and supporting the Government!

Hon. G. W. MILES: Yes, I blame them
for not supporting_the Government when
they ‘had the opportunity to do so.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member must not refleet on members of an-
other place.

Hon. G. W. MILES: In my opinion the
apportunity was lost to the other parties in
this so-ealled democratie Parliament of say-
ing, *We are here to preserve law and order
ond are opposed to the anarchists running
this ecountry at the moment.”

Hon. €. B. Williams: Who is running
this country—the Government or anarchists?

Heon, G. W, MILES: The anarchists.

Hon. C. B, Williams: This Government
runs the country.

Hon. G. W. MILES: T am behind this
Glovernment,

on, ¢ B. Williams: The Government
does not censist of anarchists,

Hon. G. W, MILES: No.

[COUNCIL.]

The PRESIDENT: Does Mr. Thomson
wish to withdraw the motion?

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East—in
reply) {3.20]: I would like to repudiate
any suggestion made by Mr. Miles—

The PRESIDENT : There is no necessity
for that. It was not germane to the ques-
tion,

Hon. A. THOMBON: Mr. Miles said it
was regrettable that such n motion was in-
troduced. That is his opinion. I have been
approached by many pcople of all sections
in the country who arve feeling very per-
turbed about the watter. I defy Sir Hal
Colebateh or anybody else to say that I at-
tacked the Government. I think I was fair.
I commended the Premier for his action and
I definitely said I was not taking sides one
way or the other.

Hon. C. B, Williams: Do yon think that
introducing this motion will de any good?

Hon. A. THOMSOX: Parliament is
more important than the Lord Mayor of
Perth or the mayors of Fremantle and Mid-
land Junction. Parliament is supposed to
govern this State, not mayors of munieipali-
ties, Tt is for Parliament to have a say in
this matter. With all due respect, I would
reply to those who voiced criticism and
asked what wounld happen if the majority
of the unionists sapported the executive in
its action, that cxactly the same as is occur-
ring today would happen then. But the rank
and file shonld have an opportunity to ex-
press their opinion. We are refusing them
that opportunity.

Hon, C. B, Williams: They have it under
their rules.

Hon, A. THOMSON : They have it under
their rules!

Hon, C, B. Williams:
have!

Hon. A. THOMSON: I am dealing with
the matter from p broader aspect. It is
not a question of union rules, but of the
State of Western Australia. The people
themselves are suffering,

Hon. C. B. Williamg: The union mem-
bers have every right fo ask for a ballot if
they want it, and a secret ballot, too! The
hon. member knows that,

Hon, W. J. Mann: We all know that.

0Of course they
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Hon, C. B. Williams:
our time on the matter?

The PRESIDENT: Ovder!

Hon. C, B. Williams: Yes, Sir.
leave the Chamber.

Ion. A, THOMSON: We know what
the hon, member said is true; but the
Chief Secretary pointed out what happened
in another Slate when a scerct ballot was
ordered. Fraundulent ballot papers were in-
cluded in the eount. IF such a ballot were
under governmeni eontrol, however, therc
would he an assurance that such action
would not oceur. The produetion of his
anion ticket would give every member of
the union a right to vete, and nobody else
woulid be entitled to guch a vole. I do not
know that the het air produced by my
friend Sir Hal Colebaleh was very helpful
to the diseussion.

Hon. G. Fraser: Do you think this dis-
cussion has been helpful in the matter of
assisting a scttlement?

Hon. A. THOMSON: T do. I think it
is an indication to the public of Western
Australia that Parliament is at least in-
terested.  Members have heen asked what
Parliament is going to do ahout the matter.
We know that the Government has done
everything in its power.

Hon. G, W, Miles: (et behind the Gov-
ernment! That is what you necd fo do.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Some people make
me tired! They are big and make a ter-
rible noise, but that is about all, T am sorry
to say. I have brought this matter for-
word with no other purpese than that of
trying to see whether it is possible to evolve
some way of overcoming the impossible
position with which Western Australia is
faced. I am not charging any section with
being anarchists or communists. All I am
asking is that people shall have the right
and privilege we all enjoy to decvide their
own destinies in their own way. In ae-
cordanee with the rules of Parliament, T
must ask leave to withdraw the motion,

Then why -aste

I will

The PRESIDENT: Not necessarily. Tt .

is customary to ask leave to withdraw, hut
the hon, member is pot bound to do so.
Fon, A, THOMSON: If I were to in-
sist on the motion heing put, T would be
acensed of deing what some of my friwnds
have been ungenerous to suggest I am
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deing, 1 therefore follow the usuaal cus-
tom and ask leave to withdraw the motion.
I hope, however, that as a result of the dis-
cussion that has taken place something will
he done. I thank the Chief Secretary for
his very interesting and fair-minded re-
marks. That is more than I can sazy about
the vemarks of some of my colleagues.

Hon. . B. Wood: Whom do youn refer
to as your colleagues?

Hon. A. THOMSON: T mean the House.

The PRESIDENT : Is it the wigh of the
House that leave be given to withdraw the
maotion?

Hon. (. W, Miles: No,

The PRESIDENT: As there iz a dissen-
tient voice, the motion cannot be with-
drawn, but must be put.

Hon. F. E. Gibson: Put the question
again, Mr. President!

Hon, A, Thomson: I am willing for my
maotion to he put.

The PRESIDENT : T appeal to Mr. Miles
not to break an old custom of this House.
After a diseussion on a motion for adjourn-
ment in cireumstances sueh as these, it is
nsnal for leave to be granted fo the mover
to withdraw.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Would T be in order,
Mr. President—

The PRESIDENT: No, the hon, member
would not he in order.

Hon. W. J. Mann:
yuestion,

I wanted to ask a

Hon, G. W. Miles: T am preparved to with-
draw my epposition.

Aotion, by leave, withdrawn,

BILL—DAYLIGHT SBAVING.
First Reading.

Reecived fromn the Assembly and read a
firet time.

Standing Orders Suspension,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [3.24]: I move, with-
ont notice—

That go much of the Standing Orders he
suspended as is necessary to enable the Bill
fe pass through all stages at this sitting.

Question put.
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The PRESIDENT: There being no dis-
sentient voice, I declare the motion carried
by an absolute majority, in zccordanee with
Standing Orders,

Question thus passed.

Hon., C. B. Williams: I presume a ma-
jority will still be required to carry the
Bill?

The PRESIDENT: I did not want to di-
vide the House when there was no dissen-
tient voice.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) 13.26] in moving the
second reading said: Members will appre-
ciate that this Bill has been introduced by
the Government to meet the most unusual
eircumstanees that prevail. The idea is that
we shall mitigate as far as possible some
of the inconveniences and embarrassments
being faced by people, particularly in the
metropolitan area. The purpose of the Bill
is to ensure that these within a radiuvs of
35 miles of the metropolitan area—which
T understand is the extent of the reticula-
tion of electrie eurrent—shall be subject to
what is commonly called daylight saving.
\We are all aware that afier having done
their day’s work large numbers of people
under present conditions reach their homes
just as daylight is finishing. Many arve
eating their evening meal in the dusk and
mothers arve putting their children to bed
and carrying out the ordinary duties of
their household at a time when they are
accustomed to having arvtificial light in the
way of eleetrieity and so on.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Yon want to trans-
fer it from night to morning. They will
have to get up with candles instend of going
to bed with them.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As the sun
rises just after 5 o’elock in the morning,
T do not think the hon. member will be
very much concerned from that peint of
view.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The hon. member
is up before 5 o’clock every morning; but
you propose to have people up at 4 o’clock
in the morning. That is stupi dty.

The CHIEF SECRETAf ¥: This is
rather more serions than I suppoesc the hon.
member will admit.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. C. B. Williams: There is no elee-

tricity at stake on this oceasion. It ig
seandalous,
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Gov-

ernment is anxious to give people in the
metropolitan area an opporturity to utilise
daylight hours, and this Bill provides for
daylight saving to the extent of up to two
hours, which could be brought about by
proclamation. If the Bill is passed, it 18
the intenfion of the Government to issue
such a proclamation covering the area I
have already mentioned and for the period
stated. I think there is quite a lot of sup-
port for this idea.

Hon. A. Thomson:
suggest it shall last?

How long do you

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As long as
is necessary. It is only for the purpose of
meeting the extraordinary circumstances
with which we are faced. As soon as elee-
tricity is available, the proclamation will
be withdrawn., I want members to under-
stand that this is purely an emergeney mea-
sure, which is essential if we are to take
advantage of the daylight hours. Tt is &
small Bill, and I am sorry members have
not heen able to have copies of it hetore
this. However, it speaks For itself, and I
have no doubt that members will have defi-
nite ideas as to whether a suggestion of
this kind will be of benefit to people of
the metropolitan area. T think it is highly
desirable and will be of great assistance
to a large number of people within the sug-
gested radins. There may he some smalil
complications on the outskirts of the 35-
mile radius, by virtue of the faet that this
measure will apply only to the area within
that radius, but I do not think the incon-
venience will be very great. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Mctro-
politan) [3.32]): T heartily support the
Bill and am glad that the Government
is veserving to itself the richt to ex-
tend the operation of this measure for
so long as is deemed neeessarv. Tt is ob-
vious that even after the railwny frouble
is over theve will he an aente shortage of
coal for a lone time, and it will he neces-
sary to take every step possible to eke out
supplies.
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HON. €, B. WILLIAMS (South) {3.33]:
I shall speak against the measure, but witl
not vote against it. There was never any-
thing so stupid as daylizht saving in this
country. I am always up at 5 a.m., beeause
I forget to pui out the hilly for the milk
and the milkman wakes me at 4.30, 1 as-
sume that, when this meassure is pussed,
the milkman will call at what will be in
reality 2.30 am. On the last cceasion when
we had daylight saving, and when it was
introdueed more than a quarter of a cen-
tury ago, there was a purpose behind it,
but that does not apply today. The pri-
mary producers do not rise by the clock.
They work as soon as fhere is sufficient
light. Thirty years ago in Kalgoorlie we
had to get up and go to work at 7 am,
owing fo daylight saving, when we shounld
have goue at 8 am,

Hon. L. B. Bolton: There ar: not too
many going to work at present, unfortu-
nately.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I am interested
only in the men who are going to work.
Some people, such as Mr. Bolton, ean have
clectrie lights, run from their car battevies,
and others may have homes well provided
with windows, as is Parliament ITouse, but
the majority of people will have to use
candles while getting breakfast if this mea-
sure is passed. There is no daylight at
2,30 am. The purpose of a similar mea-
sure years ago was to save coal, hut this
will only be a further expense on the people
in the metropolitan area.

Hon. L. B, Bolton: How?

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: The hon. imem-
her does not get up early in the morning,

or he would nol ask that ¢uestion. TJf I
am a worker—

Hon. W. J. Mann: If?

Hon. . B. WILLTAMS: I was. There
are workers today in my househeld. I am

the only one that has got an easy job, up
to date. This measure is anly for the bene-
fit of the lazy duchesses who go into town
and do not get home in time to get their
husbands' meals. While this trouble is on,
the Dbusiness people should say that they
only want their employees to work until
4 pm. Some of my family work as far
afield as Guildford and Midland Junction.
They have te walk to Bassendean in order
to eateh a hug home. Ouly people in my
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state of health go to bed at 6 p.m. Norm-
ally children are put to bed hefore it is
dark and the majority of them go to bed
when they want to.

Hon, F. E, Gibson: No.

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: I know that my
grandchildren are out as long as there is
daylight. It would be to its credit if the
Government suspended the sehools while
this trouble lasts, instead of putting parents
to all the trouble of trying to get their
children to sechool and home again, The
school doy normally commences at 9 a.m.
and ends at 315 p.m., but when this
measure is passed the schools will come out
actually at 1.15, in the hottest part of the
day, The ehildren will then have to walk
home, because there are not sufficient buses
to transport them. They will have to walk
home in the heat of the day beeause some-
body has suggested that if this measure s
not passed lazy women will not be home in
time to eook tea for their hushands.

I know the unions as well as anyone
Lkuows them, and I am behind the Govern-
ment of this State. If cverybody was as
solid as 1 am there would be no strike. Fif-
teen hundred men in this countiry are not
going to get me out of bed at R am. By
passing this measure the Government will
be giving way to the strikers. It will in-
convenienee the people of the State simply
beeause 1,500 men have said they will not
do something. Daylight saving will mean
that the pcople must spend more money on
eondles.

Hon. L. Craig: They cannot buy them.

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: Then how are
they to get to work, as they must have
candlelight in order to get breakfast? It
is all right if they can get kerosenc lamps
or candleg, but there is no saving graee in
this measure. It will not save an ounce of
coal, but will put an added burden on those
least able to bear it. I get up at 5 aam.
and now I am to be asked to get up at
3 am.—not 3 a.m. by the cloek, hut 3 a.m.
by nature, '

Hon, G. Bennetts: People will want an
extra menl before they go to hed, having
got up so0 carly.

Hon. . B. WILLIAMS : That is so. If
T hove cver heard of anything so “nit-
witty,” T will be kieked, I really did not
think this measure would eome forward, as
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it is absurd in a country where it is not
dark until 7.30 p.m. It is only the loiterers
in the pubs who do not get home before
.30, and they have plenty of liquid re-
freshment—barvley food, as Mr. Bolton
knows, being a grower of harley, If the
House carries this measure all I ean say is
that the strikers will have won a round and
will have stampeded the Government to the
extent that it introduces daylight saving.
Why not continue as we have been carry-
ing onl There has heen no inconvenience.

Hon. G. B, Wood: Not for you, but for
other pecple.

Hon. C. 3. WILLIAMS: The hon. mem-
ber can better afford a taxi than I can, but
I have a chance of getting home, so long
as Mr, Gray has his automobile. I know
the strike will go on, and if the trains are
running again before Christmas we will be
very lucky. In the first week of the
sirike the men are purse-proud. In the
second week their wives start to nag. In
the third week the wives nag more, beeause
these is no wmoney coming in, and in the
fourth week the men find that their neigh-
bours will not talk to them. As vet we are
only in the seeond weck of the strike, [
have heen through all this. This union is
very purse-preud and the men will not go
back to work this side of Christmas, unless
something unforeseen eomes about. Some-
thing might Be done with 3,000 workers
concentrated in Perth, but in this case there
are 1,500 workers scaMered throughout
Western Australia, Never mind about the
latter or the Press. If ever theve was any-
thing to be said in favour of daylight sav-
ing, it was not in a ecuntry where onc has
to wait for darkness in order to go to hed.
Though I consider it silly, I am almost
obliged to vate for the Bill,

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [3.45]: T am
one who is going to do the silly thing, ae-
cording to Mr, Williams, by supporting the
second reading. The only doubt I have is
whether the Bill goes quite far enough. T
wounld prefer to see it applied to the whate
State, With its operation restricted to a
radius of 33 miles, I can foresee eonfusion
occurring when country people come fo the
city. Today we saw at Midland Junetion
handreds of trueks that had brought down
sheep for sale, Next Wednesday, many of
those people might he two hours late,

[COUNCIL.]

though T dare say they will not be caugh:
twice in that way. The same thing applies
to the metropolitan vegetable market A
number of trucks come from the vegetnble-
growing distriets of Northam and York for
the 4.30 market. I raise this point beeause
I connot sce how it is possible to separate
the country from the city, and, in view of
the risk of confusion, I hope steps will he
taken to amend the Bill in the way I have
suggested.

HON, L. CRAIG (South-West) [3.47]:
T wish to point out an anomaly in the Bill.
The measure is to have application within
an avea having a radius of 35 miles from the
General Post Office. Reeently we had a
Bill before us in which the radins was taken
from the Town Hall, and T mentioned on
that oceasion the mark from which these
distances should be caleulated for all pur-
poses. To have a basie point is only sens-
ible, I express safisfaction at the action
of the Government in introducing the IBill,
which will bring pleasure to many peoplr who
at present ave suffering great inconvenienee.
The ordinary man now rises at ahout
G a.m. or 7 a.m. and there will still he ample
daylight for hime if the clock is advaneed,
while in the evening (here will be daylight
Ll 9 p.m, If the anticipations of Mr. Wil
liams are realised and the strike eontinues
for a eonsiderable time, it may hecome
necessary, through lack of fuel—there is a
great deavth of eeriain fuels—{o extend the
radius within which the measure shall oper-
ate, but no provision is made for that in the
Bill.

The Governor should he empowered 1o
extend the arvea if thought necessary. Var-
ious plants outside the metropolitan area
are generating power, but they may not he
able to continne to operate. Hurrieane
Ianterns are difficult to get and ordinary
lamps are almost unprocarable, and a con-
tinuance of the sirike for another month
wauld cause great inconvenience beyond the
35-mile radius. If it were not for the risk
of delaying the passage of the measure, 1
would suggest the insertion of the words “or
snch other area of the State as the Gov-
ernor shall determine,” Then, whenever
considered neceseary, the area could he ex-
tended. The measure is a very desirable one,
The only eomplaint T have heard has comu
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from mothers of little children, who say they
will not be able to get their children to
sleep at the usual time.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [3.50]: I
support the second reading. Mr. Wood
suggested extending the operation of the
measure to the whole of the State. If he
proposes the inclusion of the Kastern Gold-
fields, I have a telegram stating that the
people there would not approve of it. When
the matter of daylight saving was last
brought up in Kalgoorlie, strong protests
were made by the people to the loeal gov-
erning bodies against its being instituted.
Men on the Goldfields work three shifts,
and to introduce daylight saving would
canse great ineconvenience. Like Mr. Craig,
I also had complaints from mothers that
children could not be got to bed at the
ususl hour if daylizht saving were intro-
duced.

HON. H, TUCKEY (South-West) [3.51]:
I do not favour extending the measure to
apply to country areas as I do not think
there is any need to worry about the
country people. There might be something
in what Mr. Wood said about confusion
arising when people were bringing produce
to the Perth Markets, but they wonld soon
hecome aeceustomed to leaving a little
carlier in order to reach the market in
time. Apart from that, there is no need
to discuss the effect of the measure on the
couniry. Farming people usually work
while daylight losts, and no matter how
much the clock may be advanced, they will
continue to work in the same way. Day-
light does not fail until about 745 p.m.,
and I think the people in the country can
do all they wish without there being any
need to advance the clock a couple of hours.
T would oppose any move to make the mea-
sure apply to the country.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[3.53]: As the Government is intending to
do something helpful, 1 propose to support
the second reading, but I hope it will not
be necessary to extend the operation of the
menasure to the eountry areas. When day-
licht saving was previously proposed,
hundreds of eomplaints were received from
dairymen. They found it quite diffieult to
make the cows realise that they had to
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stand up a couple of hours earlier than
usual to be milked. Mr. Craig laughs, but
he should know that there were complaints
that the milk-yield was considerably dimin-
ished for some time. For this reason I hope
it will not be necessary to do more than
is provided for in the Bill.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
[3.54): T support the second reading and
commend the Government for having taken
this action. The Bill provides for a period
not exceeding two hours, and it might be
found that to advanee the clock one hour
would be sufficient. I do not know whether
it has heen definitely decided to proclaim
two hours or whether the Government will
at first experiment by making it one hour.
The Bill is very necessary in the interests
of many small indnstries that are able to
carry on but eannot do much work after
4 p.m. It will also be very helpful in the
shopping centres of the city. I agree with
those members who contend that, for the
time being, the measure should be confined
to the metropolitan area becanse I cannot
see that any extension to the country is
necessary at present.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [3.55]: Un-
like mmy colleague, I intend to support the
measure, which I believe is a move in the
right direction. During recent weeks, many
people have suggested action along these
lines, not knowing that it was the inten-
tion of the Government to introduce legis-
Intion in view of the likelihood of the
trouble lasting for some time. The only
people from whom protests might be re-
ceived are mothers en acecount of the diffi-
eunlty of getting children to bed while the
sun is still up. However, T believe that the
amount of good will outweigh any disad-
vantages. I hope that no move will be
made to extend the secope of the measure
beyond the 35-mile radius, because I am
afraid such an aitempt might wreek the
Bill,

I have a vivid recollection of the last
oceasion when daylight-saving proposals
were introduced. The protest; then came
chiefly from outside the metropolitan area,
and T believe it was on account of the ob-
jections from the country that daylight sav-
ing was not then introduced, although it
was adopted in other parts of Australia, I
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consider fhe Government was wise in con-
fining the Bill to the metropolitan area, and
I should not like to see its passing jeopar-
dised by extending the radius beyond 35
miles.

Question put and passed.
Bill rcad a second time,

Sitting suspended from 337 to 4.20 p.m.

In Committee.

Hon, G. Praser in the Chair;
Chief Seeretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.

the

Clanse 3—Advance of time during cer-
tain periods:

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS:
hour is reasonable.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: This is to be only
by proclamation.

Hon. ¢. B. WILLIAMS: That is quite
all right, This Chamber generally ohjects
to proclamations. I move an amendment—

That in line 9 of Subclause (1) the word

““two’’ be struck out and the word ‘‘one’’

inserted in lieun.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
think we should make any anteration to the
Bill which provides for any period up to
two hours. We should leave this matier to
the diseretion of the Government. This is
urgency legislation and we are hopeful that
whatever proelamation is made will not be
for long,

I think one

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill veported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and passed.

MOTION—EBRAILWAY STRIKE,
As to Intervention by Local Authorities.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [4.26]:
1 move—

That in the opinion of this House, pending
the hearing of the dispute on the A.8.G.
engines by an impartial body on which the
union has a representative, public meetings
convened by local governing authorities should

[COUNGCIL.]

be held throughout the State requesting the
members of the Locomotive Engine-drivers,
Firemen and Cleaners’ Union to return to
work and thus enable the ordinary activities
of the people of the State to be resumed.

When, yesterday, I gave notice of my
motion I had no idea that Mr. Thomson was
going to move the adjournment of the
House this afternocon. However, the sub-
jeet covered by him is quite different from
that with which I propose to deal. Because
of the stage that negotiations in the present
industrial trouble have reached, it is borne
in on me that a motion such as this is neces-
sary. There ave people who say that it is
best to remain quiet in ease a spanner should
hbe thrown into the wheels of industry.
On most occasions I agree with that prin-
ciple, but the present matter is so serious
that I helieve it is time that all right-think-
ing people should declare themselves, and
my motion is an invitation to give eflect to
that idea. I am 100 per cent. with those
who eommend the Government for the toler-
ant attitude it has shown throughout the
negotiations. Therefore it is far from my
thoughts to indulge in any hostile eriticism
of any act of the (tovernment in this unfor-
tunate dispute.

But I ask myself: What form of govern-
ment are we living under in this country?
Tt is known, amongst other names, as a
form of responsible government. Just what
does that mean? To whom is it responsible?
It is well known that the Government is
responsible to the people. In the last few
vears, during my oceupancy of a seat in
this Chamber, T have come to realise more
and more that unless a Government has the
wholehearted support of the people it repre-
sents, it does not matter what its capabili-
ties are. I allow the other fellow his full
right to say that we should keep quiet on
these oceasions, but we are Tunctioning
under a system of responsible government,
and the Government is here to rule us. Tt
has heen clected to its present position by
the people and is there lo use its best en-
deavours to administer the affairs of the
country so that it shall be run in the in-
terests~—of whom? Not in the interests of
any one particular section or of any num-
her of sections, hut of all the people.

Today we are faee to faece with the con-
sequences of the action of a vnion with a
comparatively small membership. And yet
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we see the effect of its action not only npon
the metropolitan arvea but upon the State
as a whole. By its action it has imposed
inconvenience, loss and suffering upon men,
women and children, upon the aged, the
blind and the infirm, In part of the prov-
inee T represent—the far-flung Murchison—
the people there have, goodness knows, suf-
fered during the past few years through a
visitation of nature in the form of an un-
precedented drought. On top of that, now
at the hands of their fellowmen they are
confronted with the situation in which the
State finds itself today.

Surely this is the time when—I forgei
who the individual was that made the state-
ment, for it was a long time ngo—-the truth
of the saying is amply evident: “Now is the
time for every man to come at the call of
his econntry’ That is the position. We
have a law on the statute-book. Either we
support the Goverrment or we support the
nnion. Since I have been a member of this
Chamber I have never lesitated, when I
thought it necessary, to castigate and eriti-
cise the Government to the full. On this
oecasion I commend it. Despite some who
believe to the contrary, I think this is a
time when we should not be quiet. T shall
not be quiet, be the consequences what thex
may. T will stand up in my place and com-
mend the Government upon the stand it has
taken in this iniquitous and illegal act by
the Locomotive Enginedrivers, Firemen and
Cleaners’ Union.

I ask the House to respond to the in-
vitation I extend and to suggest to local
governing bodies that they convene the
meetings ¥ suggest. Tt can be truthfully
said that those local bodies are constituted
of men who in their actions as road board
nemhers are free from party polities. T,
with other members, have had lengthy ex-
perience on various local governing bodies.
In my association with them I have never
noticed anvthing approaching party politi-
ral fecling. They carry out their work quite
apart from political considerations, and we
should give the people throughout the
State an opportunity to declare themselves
on this matter and indicate whether or not
they stand foursquare behind the Govern-
ment of the country, whieh is endeavouring
ta administer affairs of State in a lawful
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and Jaw-abiding manner. I therefore have
pleasure in submitting my motion.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [4.34]:
I second the motion. In my opinion enough
has been said from time to time to indi-
cate that we are solidly behind the Gov-
ernment in this unfortunate trouble, I am
not altogether in accord with the motion
as worded. I am not altogether in support
of some references that have been made to
certain political parties not having indi-
cated that they were behind the Govern-
ment from the beginning. I think every
member of Parliament has felt it his duty
to remain quiet in the present situation in
order to allow the Government to handle
the matter. I am confident that the Gov-
ernment is conscions of the faet that Par-
liament is hehind it, otherwise political
parties would have made political capital
out of the embarrassment of the Govern-
ment as far as they could. In my opinion,
the Government has known right through
that it had the full support of every mem-
ber of Parliament.

The motion suggests the help that might
be given to the Government by the local
authorities. No doubt those local govern-
ing authorities represent a very strong
section of the community. Thronghout the
State there are 127 country boards quite
apart from other local governing authori-
ties. I eannot speak for them all, but T
would be game to assert that the great ma-
jority of them are just as much behind the
Government as are members of this House,
Quite apart from the motion cvery indica-
tion has been given to the Government that
the boards were prepared to assist the Gov-
ernment, which has been advised to that
effect. If anything more can be done along
the lines snggested in the motion, I am
quite sure that the local authorities will
do all they possibly can. On the other hand,
I think it is for the Government itself to
indieate whether it desires the assistance
suggested.

In my opinion, the road hoards eould do
a very great deal in offering transport faci-
lities. Most of the hoards have large trucks
by the use of which they could greatly
facilitate transport servieces. I fake it that
as soon as occasion arises the GGovernment
will request that assistance, and I do not
know that it would not be better tactics
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to adopt that course than to work along
the lines suggested. I prefer to leave the
Government to say whether help is re-
quired, Certainly if anything were done
along the lines suggested in the motion,
men in varions parts of the State who are
on strike would be reached and their views
obtained.
Hon, E. H, H, Hall: That is so.

Hon. H, TCCKEY : T know of no bodies
whose help and co-operation would be more
willingly extended to the Government if
desired than the road boards of this State.
I will do everything I possibly can in my
officizl capacity, but T want to do it in the
right way. I do not desire to add fuel to
the fire. I certainly desire to seeave the
cessation of this terrible strike which is
causing so much loss and inconvenience to
the people. I think we have done as much
as we can by debating this matter. We
have not eriticised the Government, nor is
there any such desire. Our only object is
to assist and I know that the road heoards
throughout the State will help as far as
ther nossibly can.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [438): I
commend Mr. E. H. H. Hall for introdue-
ing the motion, but I do not know that it
is necessary for public meetings to be called
throughout the country. Amongst the
people with whom I come in contact quite
80 per cent., if not more, are behind the
Government. T move about people of all
shades of opinion, and I have met very few
indecd who are behind the striking union
in this instance. If that is good news to
the Government and furnishes any comfort,
I am very glad to he able to pass on that
information.

I can see no prospect at all of the Gov-
ernment being defeated in the contest. In
1921 when a railway strike was in pro-
gress, I do not believe there were more
than one or two motor trucks on the road.
Today with the present strike in progress,
I saw one of the most amazing sights I
have witnessed during my lifetime. At
Midland Junetion just before 6 a.m. hun-
dreds of motor trucks were to be seen bring-
ing sheep to the Midland Junetion wmar-
kets. It wag an extraordinary sight. I have
it on the puthority of one of the managers
of & stock firm, that 18,000 sheep were de-
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livered to the markets today by motor
truek.

While that can take place we need have
no fear as to what the upshot of the in-
dustrial trouble will be, I know there are
heavier goods that eannot be carted by
road so well and so expeditiously, but
nevertheless there are some enormous truecks
oy the road today and I believe we can fight
the railway men to the end. I have made
no sceret as to where I stand, and I think
every other member of the House has done
likewise. It is our fight, not merely the
Government’s fight; we should all fight
these people in every way we possibly ean.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: It is the people’s
fight.

Hon, G. B, WOOD: That ig so. Farmers
from all over the country districts deliver
their sheep by truck to the Midland mar-
kets, and if they ean do that they ean move
the wheat as well. We know what quantity
of wheat was handled when the railways
could neot transpert it. In my opinion it
will not he long before the railway men
eave in. I make this suggestion to the
Government. Whep the strike is over, some
relaxation of the transport regulations
should be authorised seeing that they have
hampered the primary producers so much
in the past. Why should I and other
farmers, located 60 miles or more away, be
debarred from troeking our sheep to the
Midland Junction markets? Let members
consider what happened this morning. In
134 hours I had transported my lambs from
the farm to the Midland saleyards and I
was away again within two hours, What
iz the alternative? If I transport my sheep
by rail, I have to drive them to the siding,
which takes three hours.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: And do it the day
hefore they are trueked,

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Sometimes others do
it two days before, but generally the day
before, Then the sheep are in trucks for
12 hours and somectimes as muoch as 18
hours. I load the sheep on the trucks at
my siding at 5 a.m., and it is 5 o’clock or
later next day bhefore they are unloaded.
People will not stand that sort of thing,
seeing that not only sheep are conecerned.
I urge the Government at this stage to
make an announcement indieating that there
will be a relaxation of the transport regu-
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lations, for I am sure people will be
anxiously looking for it. As to the public
meetings suggested by Mr. E. H. H. Hall,
I do not know that they would help, but
the move would not do any harm.

Hon, E. H, H. Hall: The other side is
holding meetings.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: That is so. I see
that today one gentleman was discussing
the matter at Fremantle with the object of
stirring up the lumpers, Is he to be al-
lowed to do that? Cannot his activities bhe
curbed? T hope the Government will do
what 13 possible fo deal with this gentle-
man and, if he is to continue as he has
been going on lately, they should put him
somewhere where he cannot do it. I do not
know that there is anything further the
Government can do and the motion, if
agreed to, might have the effect of stifting
up some of the people. I hope the motion
will indieate, if it is necessary, that this
House is behind the Government and that
we will let the people know that that is the
position.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[4.44]: T know Mr. E. H, H, Hall means
well with regard to his motion, but I doubt
the wisdom of his idea of asking the Govern-
ment to sponsor meetings all over the coun-
try.

Hon, E. H, H. Hall: I am not asking the
Government, but this House, to do that.

Hon. W. J. MANN: T think it would be
very much better and have more foree if
people held meetings of their own aceord.

Hon., G. B. Wood:
organise them.

Hon, W, J. MANX: T do not see my way
clear to support the motion, I do not like
the way it reads, cither, It begins—

That in the opinion of this House, pending
the hearing of the dispute on the A.8.G.
engines by an impartial body——

Someone has to

Doces that reflect, or could it be taken to re-
flect, on the hody that has already heard
this dispute?

Hon. E. H. H, Hall: T referred to the
hody suggested by the Premier.

Hon, W. J. MANN: The motion con-
tinnes—
——on which the union has a representative,
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Can a body on which the union has a repre-
sentative be an impartial body? Is it likely
to be? I am afraid I cannot support the
motion.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[4.46]: T think we will readily agree that
it is the desire of all of us to do what we
can to effect an carly termination of this un-
fortunate dispute. I am absolutely convinced
that no-one could possibly do more than the
Crovernment has done and is doing. I am
afraid that a motion like this will not get
anyone anywhere. It only gives members an
opportunity to speak and perhaps unwitting-
ly give utterance to some statements that
might eausec embarrassment and might even
have the cffect of prolonging the dispute.

Hon. G. B. Wood: There is only one
Ianguage they know.

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: The motion, as it
reads, means very little. If local governing
bodies want to hold meetings, they can do
so already. The earrying of the motion will
not get us anywhere, and I cannot see any
purpose in it.

HON. ¢, FRASER (West) {4.47]: I do
not like pious resolutions at any time and
I do not think this one goes beyond my idea
of a pious resolution, We are suggesting
that local governing bodies shall call meet-
ings, That ean be done without this Honse
passing a motion asking them to do it. If
there were a motion providing a definite line
of action for this Chamber to take, I would
consider such a motion on its merits.

Hon. Gi. B. Wood: Why do you not amend
it to your liking?

Hon, G. FRASER: I do not agree that at
this stage the matter is worthy of the eon-
siderntion of Parliament. At n time when
there is some slight prospect of a settlement
of the dispute, if is better to leave the ques-
tion to those best able to control the situa-
tion. T am not saying that I know of any de-
finite move being made towards a settlement,
but the matter is still in the carly stages,
when a suggestion may be made as a re-
sult of which a gettlement can be reached.

Hon, L. B. Bolton: I thought it was in
its late stages,

Hor. G. FRASER: Knowing the length -
of time that quite a number of disputes have
lasted in past years, I am inclined to think
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that the first week or so of a strike is not a
very long period. I do not see that any good
purpose can he achieved hy earrying’this
motion, and I therefore do net intend to
support it. IE there were a moticn ealling
for definite action, I do not say necessarily
in eonncetion with this sirike, but some-
thing that would get us somewhcre, T would
be inelined to support it or consider it on
its merits, but this appears to be merely a
pious motion asking somebody else to do
something, and the people ¢oncerned can
please themselves whether they do it or not.
I oppose the motion.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—-West) {4.50]: It is problemati-
cal whether a motion of this kind has any
real value, Much would depend on the at-
titude adopted by those econvening the
mectings, if they acted on the opinion of
this House, It has alveady been pointed
out that local authorities are at liberty to
¢all meetings at any time they wish to deal
with this or any other subject; and I am
afraid that under present circumstanees it
would somewhat complieate matters if the
various loeal authorities were expected to
eomply with a motion of this kind. It fre-
guently happens that when meetings are
called, people who are really ill-informed
on the subject under discussion, take sides.
Just as Myr. Wood has the idea that an of-
ficial of the enginedrivers’ union should not
be allowed to address any other {rade
union on thiz dispute, so the vnion might
think that people in the country have no
right to address meetings giving the op-
posite point of view,

Hon. G. B. Wood: I had in mind the
idea that someone clse might be incited to
strike,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am sug-
geating it is prohlematicn]l whether a mo-
tion of this kind has any value. I have
already referred to the fact that eertain
meciings have bheen held in the metropoli-
tan area, and we know that motions were
carried and conveyed to the right guarter.
The same thing would happen in country
districts if loecal authorifies called meet-
ings. It would be no use carrying a motion
unless that motion were conveyed to what-
ever quarter it was intended for, which, in
this ease, wonld be the union.

[COUNCIL.]

One ecan imagine what would happen to
resolutions of that kind at the present stage,
if we are to take any notiece of the attitude
that has heen adopted by the union up to
date. Mr. Hall having ventilated his ideas,
I think he might be well advised not to
press this matter to a vote but to leave it
where it is, because there is nothing in the
motion ealling upon the House to communi-
eate with local authorities. 1 do not know
whether Mr, Hall desired that that should
lie done. Some of them will have a know-
fedge of what has transpired here and 1
(think it would be hetter to leave the mat-
ter there at this stage. The hon. member
might well consider withdrawing the motion.

HON. H. 8. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) 14.54]: I did not desive to sprak
on this matter, but L fvel it is one’s dutly to
indicate how the question appears to one,
Personally, I agree with the Chief Secre-
tary that this motion will not assist in any
way. 1t seems to me there are far too many
meetings and far too little is done. Tt is
about time something was accomplished.
I think every one of us would desire
to convey to the Premier his support and to
five every possible assistanee to bring this
strike to an end. At the same time, we must
expeet the Premier and the Government to
do something. No doubt we cannot be fully
informed. I acree with that, Bui sinee we
do not know what is taking place, the pati-
ence of the public s rapidly disappearing.

.Something must be donc onc way or ihe
other to bring the matter to a head. Out
of all evils gomething good gencrally arises;
and in thig instaner, as Mr. Wood has
pointed out, as the result of the strike it
has been shown elearly and distinetly that
the Transport Co-ordination Act must go
or be considerably amended, Moreover, the
fact that the railways have got into the
hands of people who are endeavouring to
run them for their own good, has sounded
the death knell to the system. The loeco en-
ginedrivers should be hrought faee to foee
with the fact that in future only half of
their number will be yequired because road
transport has proved far more efficient than
the railways.

If the Government could do something
to bring these men to book, to a realisation.
of their ntter foolishness and to an appre-
ciation of the fact that they are acting
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against the interests of their comrades in
other unions; if they could be brought to
understand that they are eausing great mis-
ery and, I regret to say, considerable ill-
fiealth and perhaps even worse; then it may
be that the members of the union 28 a
whole would realise the unfortunaie posi-
tion in which their officials have placed
them and the communily in general. It
would be very wrong of me to attempt in
any way to discuss the merits or demerits
of the strike. But I would say that no
strike is justified that is likely to cause in-
convenience, ill-health and ill-feeling in the
community,

As a result of this dispute, many sick
people are unable to receive X-ray treat-
ment and the health of others is being seri-

ously affected. 'The longer the delay
in  reaching a settlement the more
dangerons will the situation become.

Something will bave to be done very quickly
or the public will take the matter out of the
hands of the Government and of the union
which, of course, we would sll very much
deplore, I sincerely trust the Government
will let the public know what is being done,
with a view to putting an end to the pre-
sent impasse,

HON. E. H H. HALL (Centrai—n
reply) [4.56]: I object to my motion beiny
referred to as a pious resolution. We live
in n democracy, and peaple should be in-
vited to express their opinion aon a very
serions matter such as this. The dispute
affects not only the metropolitan area lmt
the whole of the State, and to call this a
pious resolution is, to my way of thinking,
not quite fair. However, the member who
referred to it as sneh is entitled to his own
opinion, We have heard two members sup-
porting the Qovernment ask the question,
“What is the use of doing anything?’ That
is just it; I differ from them. I say that
this upheaval is of such vital importance +o
the State that it is up to every man and
woman to do something to let the powers
that he—namely, the Government—know
that he and she admire the stand taken by
the Government and are heartily behind it.

I have not taken the trouble te find out
how many locomotive depots there are in
this State. I know how many therq are in
my own province, and I am firmly con-
vineed that if meetings were held where

there are such depots they would have an
effect on the members of the siriking union
situated in those areas. A mecting was held
on the Esplanade on Sunday. It was called
by the union and we were informed by the
Press that out of 400 people who were pre-
sent, only one or twe dissented from a reso-
lulion enmmending the union’s stand. Again
there were meetings at Fremantle and at
Midland. T think it was cireulated in the
Press that the president of the union sairl
he would have, “Nothing more to do with
the pcople over there,” waving his arm in
the dirvection of the Arbitration Court, or
“with the people over thers,” waving his
arm in the direction of Parliament House.
That is not fair comment or comment tha
will make for good government in this
State. Somp member said, “Who is geing
te call meetings? They have got power to
enll meetings,” Of ecourse there is power
to call meefings., Surely these trite sayings
do not get us anywhere. In circumslunees
such as we are faced with, it is necessary for
somehody to take the lead, and who is bet-
ier fitted to take the lead than Parliament?
Mr. Mann said I was calling on the Govern-
ment. T submit that the hon, member had
not faken the trouble to read the motion.

Hon. W. J. Mann: I correctedt that,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I was careful to
refrain from any such silly suggestion as re-
questing the Government to ask people to
gupport it. As Isaid before, the Government
should have the aetive support of every
elector in the State. Before this question
is put, I wish to thank the Chief Seeretary
for his suggestion that I withdraw the
motion, but I cannot agree to do so. I in-
tend having the motion put to the House.
By my motion, I am mnot asking the
men to return to work on the Garratt
engines, but to return to work and to abide
by the result of the investigations of a eom-
mittee, on whieh there will be n representa-
tive of the nnion, an independent congincer
from the Eastern States, and a representa-
tive of the Commissioner of Railways, I
am not asking the men to go¢ back on their
union prineiples, and I would net submit
the motion if it made a request of thal
sort.

I, with other members, know many of
these men personally, and we could not
wish, either individually or personally, to
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meet better men. If it were pointed out to
them by people in their respective locali-
ties that they are inflicting grievous injury
on the whole of the State, I think they
would agree that it is time they regretted
the impetuous action that they have faken
and, in the interests of the State, went back
to work, leaving the questions relating to
Garratt engines to the committee,

Hon. G. Bennetts: Does not {he hon. mem-
ber think the loeal government bodies are
capable of calling meetings without direetion
from us?

Hon. E, H. H, HALL: I thank the hon,
member for the interjection, bub I think it is
time the people of the State were given a
lead, and from where could the lead better
come than from the Parliament of the State,
representing the people of the State?

Question put and passed; the motion
agreed to.

BILL—TRAFFIC AOT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed %o the
Couneil’s amendment.

BILL—STATE HOUSING.
Recommitial.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Before the
Bill is reeommitted—I understand that is the
desire of Mr, Tuckey—I hope I am in order
in referring to n matter that was deferred
during the Committee stage. Mr. Parker de-
sired to know what was the reason for the
inclusion of Clause 14, which makes the
commission a Crown ageney. I was asked if
1 could explain that elanse and I said at the
time that T thought it was a legal provision
that the draftsman considered necessary.
The information supplied to me is somewhat
on the same lines. Clause 14 is desived to
make quits clear that the eommission will be
an instrumentality of the Crown. It will be
composed of various responsible officers, all
appointed by the Governor, and having very
important funetions io discharge. The Crown
is therefore happy to delegate to the eommis-
sion the Crown’s powers for the purposes of
the Aet. T draw attention to the words “for

[COUNCIL.]

the purposes of this Act” which limit the
seope of the eommission’s powers. The Crown
is not bound by any statute unless it is ex-
pressly made so bound or is bound by neces-
sary implication from the wording of the
Act. It is desired that this commission shall
have the same powers as the Crown and he
entitled to the same privileges. It is really
a dclegation by the Crown to highly trusted
officers who are fully conversant with Stafe
housing to administer the Aet on behalf of
the Crown, and for that purpose it iz deemed
neeessary to give the expressed powers to
the eommission,

Therc has been a rTecent tendency in the
High Court, notably in the grain elevators
case, to doubt whether eertain eommissions
and boards appointed under statutory
agthority ave Crown instrumentalities, In
the grain elevators case it was held that that
board was not a Crown instrmnmentality. It
is desired in the case of the State homsing
commission to remove all doubts and state
expressly that the eommission shall have all
the powers and privileges, rights and reme-
dies of the Crown for the purposcs of the
Act.

On motion by Hon. H. Tuckey, Bill recom-
mitted for the purposc of eonsidering n new
elause,

In Commiltee,

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair: the Chief
Seevetary in chmrge or vne Bill.

New clause:

The CHATRMANXN: I think a mistake has
occurred, and that the hon, member is wrong
in saying he desires to introduce a new
clanse. I think he wants to add a provise to
paragraph {a) of Subelause (1) of Clause
21,

Hon, H. TCCKEY: It is my desire to
limit the power to acqunire private land to a
period of five years from the commeneement
of the Act. If we insert a paragraph as sug-
zested, it would only refer to this part of
the measure, Clanse 21, while Clause 29 has
a similar provision. I move—

That a new clause be inserted as follows:—

“¢23. Private land may be compulsorily
aepuired under this part of this Act only
within a period of five years after the
commencement of this Act.??

In my opinion it would be wrong to make
the provisions of this Bill permanent. It is
a drastic action to acquire private land whe-
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ther it suit§ the owner or not, and I feel
that if a peried of five years is provided,
that will be ample timne in which to overcome
the present rmergency. There is some diffi-
calty in aequiring land to meet the great
shortage of houses and this power may he
necessary at present, but it should not re-
main in foree for all time, I cannot see why
& eontinuanee Bill should not be introduced,
if necessary, after the expiration of five
years. This dvastic power should certainly
be limited to that period, The Workers’
Homes Board has done a very good job, but
perhaps we shall not always have such sym-
pathetic administration. One member sug-
zested that the period should be limited to
three years, but 1 have been generous by
making it five years, I am sure it is the wish
of all members that we should return to nor-
mal conditions as soon as possible,

Hon. G. FRASER: T oppose the proposed
new clause. Has the hon, member considered
what the result might be? If the commission
were thus limited it might be forced into buy-
ing land required for the next 20 years, and
thus doing an ill-service to land owners. As
the Bill stands, the commission would acquire
land only as it was needed,

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I cannot
see that any possible harm ¢culd result {rom
including the new clause. Certainly within
five years this legislation will have to be
amended in various ways and, if it is found
necessary that this power should be con-
tinued, the Government ean ask for it. This
compulsory taking of people’s land is ob-
jectionable, and though circumstances may
justify it at present, it is easy to go too far.
To pass permanent legislation to meet an
emergeney is not sound.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I oppose the
new clause. I am surprised at the two mem-
bers who have supported it. Surely they
realise that the Government has the respon-
sibility of aequiring land for Commeonwealth
and State housing schemes and the eommis-
sion must adopt a long-range plan. It must
look more than five years ahead. True, the
Act could be continued after five years, but
why should the Government have to do that?
The commission would be forced te aequire
more land within that peried than it other-
wise would do.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Not necessarily.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It wounld be
essential if the commission were to carry out
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its job. The new clause would have a cramp-
ing effect on the operations of the commis-
sion, Such g body would not be likely to buy
land unless it was urgently nceded.

Hon, L. CRAIG: The new clause is de-
sirable. We have reached the stage where a
principle is involved. Is the Government to
be empowered for all time to ride roughshod,
as it does sometimes—

The Chief Secretary: I must objeet to that
statement,

Hon, H. 8. W, Parker: He is not referring
to vour Government,

Hon, L. CRAIG: I am referring to a Gov-
ernment  instrumentality being given the
power to ride roughshed over individual
rights and acquire any land considered suit-
able.

Hon. G. Fraser: Cannot it do that under
the Public Works Aect?

Hon. L. CRAIG: We should not empower
the Government for all time to acquire any-
body’s land. Is it wrong for a man to bay
land in the hope of selling it at a profit
later on? T cannot sce that it is. Individual
initiative should not be stifled. We should
let the Government know that this is tempor-
ary legislation and not a measure to be ae-
cepted for all time.

Hon. H. §, W. PARKER : I have regarded
this mensure as a picce of permanent legis-
lation. As population becomes more dense,
the eommission will require the power to
secure land held by private individuals. I
disagrec with Mr. Craig in his remarks about
a man huying land with a view to making a
profit. The objeect of the Bill is to enable
people to get land at a reasonable price. It
is detrimental to a suburb when people hold
land for a profit. As a faet, that cannot be
done in these days because rates and taxes
are so high, I doubt whether the new clause
would have any effcet, beeause Clause 14 be-
stows on the commission all the rights and
privileges of the Crown. Sufficient safe-
guards have been inserted to ensure that a
man whose land is acquired will get his
ripghts. The new clause would unnecessarily
hobble the powers of the commission.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Govern-
ment has power under the Public Works Act
to resume any land for Government purposes
and this would he a Governmeni purposc.
Adequate provision has been made for an ap-
peal by an owner who is dissatisfied with the
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action of the commission in eompulsorily
aequiring his land. Even the man mentioned
by Mr. Craig is given adequate protection.
There was really no need to include in this
measure provisions for the aequisition of
land, but the Government thought it better
te inelude them and thus save the neeessity
of referring to the Public Works Aect, The
new clause would merely cramp the aetivities
of the eommission,

Hon., H. TUCKEY: There is no desire
to eramp the activitics of the eommission.
It would be quite competent to ask Parlia-
ment to continue this legislation should it
be desirable and necessary. In days gone
by, members would have debated thi: Bill
for weeks; it has gone through in a matter
of hours. That is because we are living
utider abnormal conditions and members are
inclined to allow drastic clauses to paus. [
think the provision most undemocratic,

New elause put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. . oo 13
Noes .. .. .. . 1o
Majority for .- .. 3
AVES. .
Hon, C. F. Baxier Hon, C. H. Simpson
Hon, L. B, Bolion Hon. A. Thomson
Hon. Sir Hal Colebated Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon. L. Craig Hon, F, R, Welsh
Hon, R. M, Iorrest Hon. G. B, Wand
Fon., W. J. Mann Hon, A. L. loten
Hon. H, L. Roche {(TPeiler.y
NOEB,
Hon., G. Bennetts Hon, W. H. Kitson
Hon, G. Fraser Hon, G, W. Mlles
Hon. F', E. Gibson Hon, H. 8. W. Parker
Hon. E, H. Gray Hon, C. B. Williams
Hon, W. R, Hal lon. E, 1. H., Halt
(Teller.)

New clause thus passed.
Bill again reported with & further anend-
ment.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Recommitial,

On motion by the Honorary Minister, Bill
reeommitted for the purpoese of considering
a new clause.

In Committee.

Hon. G. Fraser in the Chair: the Hon-
orary Minister in charge of the Bill.

[COUNCIL.]

New clause:

The HONORARY MINISTER: A flaw
was discovered in Section 98 of the Act and
it vitally affeets this Bill. T move—

That a new clause be inserted as follows:—
f¢5. Bection nincty-eight of the principal

Act i3 amended by inserting in Subsection

(2) thereof the words ‘and upon the roads

bounding or intersccting the same’ after the

word ‘holding’ in the final line of this sub-
section.??

The flaw was diseovered by the Mukinbudin
Road Board. The point was disecussed some
gix years ago by the Road Board Associa-
tion, but was overlooked, A farmer rust
cestroy vermin on his own land and he may
Oopen up burrows or warrens on the road
and thus cause danger to tralfic. It would
be some time before the local authority vould,
take the steps necessary to remedy the dam-
age, and this amendment makes the farmer
responsible for filling up the burrows or
warrens that he has opened up, The depart-
ment favours the amendment.

Hon, H. TUCKEY : Does this amendment
mean that farmers will be obliged to fill in
rabbit warrens on roads or merely poison
the rabbits? Furthermore, would the farmer
be responsible for only half or the whole
of the road?

The HONORARY MINISTER : He would
be responsible only for the portion of the
road bounding his property.

Hon. L. Craig: Would the amendment
compel him to destroy rabbits on the road
and fill in the burrows?

Hon, L. B. Bolton: What does the farmer
pay vermin rates for?

Hon, C. F, Baxter: Why does he rabbit-
net?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I think
the amendment is reasonable and the aver-
age farmer will weleome it. The letter from
the Mukinbudin Road Board states—

Seetion 96 (1) cmpowers the bonrd to
speeify the means to be adopted for the
destruction of vermin on roads, but the author-
ity is ouly effective after motice in the
‘‘Garette’’ and one month after advertisement
in a newspaper. Scction 96 (2) empowers a
bourd to spcecify the means to be adopted at
onee on heldings but not on roads; and if is
for that immediate authority that the desired
amendment is sought. In explanation, isolated
cases do arise where rabbits have made a
burrow or warren on to a roadway. Under
the Act, as it is (Section 94), the adjoining
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owner is responsible for destruction of the
rabbits, and by that se¢ction compelled to
destroy them, but he can leave the warren
wide ‘open and let it remain a danger to traffic
until such time as the board sends a man out
to fill it in,

If the desired amendment iz inserted the
heard could specify the filling in of the war-
ren as part of the means to be adopted in
destroying the rabbits. This would infliet no
injustice on the landholder as the responsi-
bility is already his for the rabbits being
on the road.

Mr. Tuckey may remember this—

This suggested amendment was approved of
by the 1940 Conference, and after some cor-
respondence with the then Chief Inspector of
Rabbits received his approval and promise to
have inserted when the Vermin Act was next
under review,

As I said, the matter was unfortunately

overlooked.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I think the amend-
ment requires further consideration. I do
not know whether all loeal authorities are
aware of the ecffeet of the amendment.
The proposal seems to me to be an addi-
tional impost placed upon the farmer who
today has the onus of destroying vermin
on his own land. It does not seem right to
extend that responsibility to country roads,
becanse on oceasions a man might have
considerable nreas of bis property running
alongside a road, and the country may be
thickly infested with rabbits,

Hon. L. Craig: That power is in the
Act now.

" Hon. A. THOMSON: Then
necessity to put this in?¥

The Honorary Minister: To make it safe,

Hon, A. THOMSON: I would like the
Minister to report progress because I de-
sire to get further information by discuss-
ing the matter with some of the members
of the Royal Commission,

Hon. H. TUCKEY : I cannot recall whai
took place at the conference in 1940, but
if a resolution was passed dealing with this
matter, it would be easy to get the in-
formation from the eecretary. There may
he some opposition to the filling in of holes.
It would depend somewhat on the extent to
which the roads were damaped, but that
would be the responsibility of the loeal
authority. If a reserve iy vested in a road
board, tbat board jis responsible for the
destruction of vermin on it, and for the

[74)
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eradication of noxious weeds on roads. If
the Minister postponed this matter, we
could probably get the necessary informa-
tion.

Hon. C. . BAXTER: Two members say
there is already authority in the Aet. I
cannot recall any such power being there.

Hon. H. S, W. Parker: It is in Section 96,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Why the neces-
sity for the amendment? It is simply for

gerving notiece.- It does mnot inelude the
railways.
Hon. H. §. W. PARKER: Secction 90

of the Act provides that it is the duty of
every owner and occupier of a holding to
destroy all vermin on such holding and
npon any roads bounding or intersecting
it, Section 98 provides that the Min-
ister, or & board, may cause to be served on
an owner notice to take certain steps, but
it does not say that notice can be given in
respect of land adjoining, nor do I see any
provision to fill in holes.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: The inspector would
see to that.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: This gives
the Minister power to say, “Do it.”

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The local vermin
board, or the Minister, can make a farmer
do practically anything to suppress rabbits.
If a farmer takes a poison cart around and
does not do the work properly, he can be
told to fill in the holes. The amendment
seeks to extend it to the roads.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: That power is
already in the Aect.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: There is power to
make a farmer use his poison-cart, but
not to fill in the holes. The amendment
gives the board power to make a man do
anything it thinks fit. I would like to re-
port progress and get clarification of th
matter. :

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
apparent that it is unworkable and unceo-
nomical for a road board fo repair any
dumnge that a farmer has done in the de-
struction of rabbils, Do we want a board
sending a man 20 miles to repair a road in
front of a farmer’s property?

Hon. A. Thomson: Supposing a farmer
has to go three or four miles?



2056

The HONORARY MINISTER: He
would not have to go that far unless he
had a hig property, and it is easier for a
big farmer to do these things than for a
small ope. This would apply to unreason-
able farmers. I cannot imagine a man with
a sense of responsibility doing this work
and leaving the land near the fence in a
condition dangerous to traffic. If members
want to investigate the matter further, I
will report progress.

Hon. A. Thomson: Youn know what the
department requires; I do net.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
what the road boards requirve, and they are
backed up by the departmental officers.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT-—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY {Hon. W,
H. Kitson—West): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
2,3¢ p.m. tomorrow.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 3.57 p.m,

Tlegislative Assembly.

TWednesday, 20th November, 1946.

Question: Abotigines and Professor Flkln's ‘rislt

as to tabling correspondence . 2054
Motlons Additlonnal sitting day, passed 2050
Railways, as to Inguiry into eﬂlclency ‘and ad-
minlstration 2060
Trafflc Act, to dizaliow nngle parking regulntion
defeated . 2076
Bils: Companlea Act Amendment, 1R, e 2056
State Forest Access, 1n. .. 2056
Daoylight Saving, 2R., remalnlng stagea 20566
Returned .- 2077
Halrdressers ch-lstratlon report 2060

Trafiic Act Amendment (No, 2), Counr.ﬂ s Amend
ment ... . e e 2077

Loan Fstimates, 194647, Com
Adjournment, special ... . 2088

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2 p.m,,
and read prayers.

[ASSEMBLY.)

QUESTION.

ABORIGINES AND PROFESSOR
ELKIN'S VISIT.

-3 to Tabling Correspondence.

Mr, RODOREDA (without notice) asked
the Minister for the North-West: Did he
read an article in this morning’s issue of
“The West Australian” referring to a pro-
posed visit to this State by Professor Elkin?
Tt o0, wil] he accede to the suggestion that
the eorrespondence between the Minister and
the writer of the letter be laid on the Table
of the House?

The MINISTER replied: The answer to
the first part of the hon. member’s question
is yes. The answer to the second part is that
I have no objection to laying those papers
on the Table of the House. The papers will
dizclose that there was a private conversation
hetween Archdeacon Parry of Perth and
Mr. Taylor, representing the National Mis-
sionary Couneil, of which no shorthand notes
were taken. The correspondence from then
onwards is available and will he laid on the
Table of the House,

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Companies Act Amendment,
Introduced by the Minister for Justice.

2, State Forest Access.
Introduced by the Minister for Forests.

MOTION—ADDITIONAL SITTING
DAY.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—
Gaseoyne) [2.5]: I move—

That for the remainder of the session the
House shall meet for the despatch of business
on Fridays in addition to the days already
provided.

Question put and passed; the motion

agreed to.

BILL—DAYLIGHT SAVING.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MRBR. WATTS (Katanning) [26]1: I
agree with the Premier that there is at the
present time need for consideration of legis-



